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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM JOHN MACDONALD 

 

To make it easier for the Committee I will keep my submission short and in bullet 

form: 

 

➢ The Bill is well intentioned and who would not wish for any child to be 

protected from assault. 

 

➢ An assault is a criminal attack intended to take effect physically on another 

person whether an adult or a child. 

 

➢ A smack is not an intention to physically have an effect on that other person; it 

should be used rarely, say on the back of the hand or the back of the leg.  An 

example may be a child walking on the pavement who continues to show 

complete disregard for his or her safety by going on to the road.  In that 

situation a smack lovingly given is better than a serious injury or worse 

caused by a passing vehicle colliding with the child. 

 

➢ Any parent or carer who exceeds a smack should be properly punished and 

that protection for a child is contained within the criminal law already. 

 

➢ The problem with the Bill is the ‘grey areas’ that will come into place.  The 

reality is that the Police and Social Work will become embroiled in more 

bureaucracy in responding to reports by members of the public who will be 

seeing incidents in our town and cities, outside our shops and supermarkets 

of ‘smacking’.  The Police will respond, note statements, arrest the parent, 

fingerprint and DNA them, liaise with Social Work and other agencies, submit 

a crime report to the Procurator Fiscal etc.  This all takes resources which 

these agencies do not have.  Parents will be criminalised for a loving smack. 

 

➢ Let the Police and Social Work focus on serious child abuse and also try and 

prevent these serious abuse cases from happening.  Let our Government 

support these agencies that desperately need it. 

 

➢ I appeal to you not to support this Bill. 

 


